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Whereas on April 7, 1992, the United States 

formally recognized the Republic of Slo-
venia; 

Whereas, since its independence, Slovenia 
has demonstrated an excellent record on 
human rights; 

Whereas Slovenia has developed a success-
ful and growing market economy and enjoys 
the highest per capita gross domestic prod-
uct in Central and Eastern Europe; 

Whereas the European Union has recog-
nized Slovenia’s economic prosperity and the 
strength of its democracy by initiating ac-
cession negotiations with Slovenia as well as 
by putting into effect Slovenia’s Association 
Agreement with the European Union; 

Whereas Slovenia has demonstrated its 
commitment to bring peace, security, sta-
bility, democracy, and economic prosperity 
to Southeastern Europe through its member-
ship in NATO’s Partnership for Peace, the 
Central European Initiative, the Central Eu-
ropean Free Trade Association (CEFTA), and 
the Stability Pact for Southeast Europe; 

Whereas Slovenia has been an active con-
tributor to peace support operations around 
the world, including the NATO Stabilization 
Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina, NATO’s 
Kosovo Force, and United Nations peace-
keeping operations in Cyprus and Lebanon; 

Whereas Slovenia made invaluable con-
tributions to NATO’s Operation ALLIED 
FORCE by providing NATO access and use of 
its airspace and ground transportation sys-
tems and by assisting the NATO efforts to 
provide Albania humanitarian relief during 
the air campaign against Yugoslavia; 

Whereas Slovenia has contributed finan-
cial and humanitarian aid to the assistance 
effort in Kosovo, including refuge for more 
than 3500 people who had fled the region as a 
consequence of the violence that occurred in 
Kosovo; 

Whereas Slovenia promotes regional co-
operation through its contributions to the 
Trilateral Multinational Land Force, a mul-
tinational brigade established with Italy and 
Hungary; 

Whereas Slovenia, a leader in the effort to 
remove land mines from the war-torn regions 
of the former Republic of Yugoslavia, estab-
lished the highly effective International 
Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims 
Assistance; and 

Whereas the NATO Enlargement Facilita-
tion Act of 1996, passed by the Senate on 
July 25, 1996, identified Slovenia, along with 
Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic, as 
being among the NATO applicant states 
most prepared for the burdens and respon-
sibilities of NATO membership: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That (a) it is the pol-
icy of the United States to— 

(1) support the integration of the Republic 
of Slovenia into transatlantic and European 
political, economic, and security institu-
tions, including the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization and the European Union; and 

(2) continue and further reinforce the part-
nership between the United States and Slo-
venia, particularly their joint efforts to 
bring lasting peace and stability to all of Eu-
rope. 

(b) It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the Republic of Slovenia is to be com-

mended for— 
(A) its commitment to democratic prin-

ciples, human rights, and rule of law; 
(B) its transition from a communist, cen-

trally planned economic system to a thriving 
free market economy; and 

(C) its partnership with the United States 
and NATO during the recent conflicts that 

have undermined peace and stability in 
Southeastern Europe; and 

(2) the accession of the Republic of Slo-
venia to full membership in transatlantic 
and European institutions would be an im-
portant step toward a Europe that is undi-
vided, whole and free. 

f 

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF SOVIET 
EXECUTION 

Mr. COVERDELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate now proceed to 
the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar 592, S. Con. Res. 118. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 118) 

commemorating the 60th anniversary of the 
execution of the Polish captives by Soviet 
authorities in April and May 1940. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. COVERDELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the concurrent resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and any statements re-
lating to this resolution be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Con. Res. 118) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 118 

Whereas 60 years ago, between April 3 and 
the end of May 1940, more than 22,000 Polish 
military officers, police officers, judges, 
other government officials, and civilians 
were executed by the Soviet secret police, 
the NKVD; 

Whereas Joseph Stalin and other leaders of 
the Soviet Union, following meeting of the 
Soviet Politburo on March 5, 1940, signed the 
decision to execute these Polish captives; 

Whereas 14,537 of these Polish victims have 
been documented at 3 sites, 4,406 in Katyn 
(now in Belarus), 6,311 in Miednoye (now in 
Russia), and 3,820 in Kharkiv (now in 
Ukraine); 

Whereas the fate of approximately 7,000 
other victims remains unknown and their 
graves together with the graves of other vic-
tims of communism, are scattered around 
the territory of the former Soviet Union and 
are now impossible to locate precisely; 

Whereas on April 13, 1943, the German 
army announced the discovery of the mas-
sive graves in the Katyn Forest, when that 
area was under Nazi occupation; 

Whereas on April 15, 1943, the Soviet Infor-
mation Bureau disavowed the executions and 
attempted to cover up the Soviet Union’s re-
sponsibility for these executions by declar-
ing that these Polish captives had been en-
gaged in construction work west of Smo-
lensk and had fallen into the hands of the 
Germans, who executed them; 

Whereas on April 28–30, 1943, an inter-
national commission of 12 medical experts 
visited Katyn at the invitation of the Ger-
man government and later reported unani-
mously that the Polish officers had been 
shot three years earlier when the Smolensk 
area was under Soviet administration; 

Whereas until 1990 the Government of the 
Soviet Union denied any responsibility for 
the massacres and claimed to possess no in-
formation about the fate of the missing Pol-
ish victims; 

Whereas on April 13, 1990, Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev acknowledged the Soviet 
responsibility for the Katyn executions; 

Whereas this admission confirmed the 1951– 
52 extensive investigation by the United 
States House of Representatives Select Com-
mittee to Conduct an Investigation and 
Study of the Facts, Evidence, and Cir-
cumstances of the Katyn Forest Massacre 
and its Final Report (pursuant to House Res-
olution H.R. 390 and H.R. 539, 82d Congress); 

Whereas that committee’s final report of 
December 22, 1952, unanimously concluded 
that ‘‘beyond any question of reasonable 
doubt, that the Soviet NKVD (People’s Com-
missariat of Internal Affairs) committed the 
mass murders of the Polish officers and in-
tellectual leaders in the Katyn Forest near 
Smolensk’’ and that the Soviet Union ‘‘is di-
rectly responsible for the Katyn massacre’’; 
and 

Whereas that report also concluded that 
‘‘approximately 15,000 Polish prisoners were 
interned in three Soviet camps: Kozielsk, 
Starobielsk, and Ostashkov in the winter of 
1939–40’’ and, ‘‘with the exception of 400 pris-
oners, these men have not been heard from, 
seen, or found since the spring of 1940’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress here-
by— 

(1) remembers and honors those Polish offi-
cers, government officials, and civilians who 
were murdered in April and May 1940 by the 
NKVD; 

(2) recognizes all those scholars, research-
ers, and writers from Poland, Russia, the 
United States and, elsewhere and, particu-
larly, those who worked under Soviet and 
communist domination and who had the 
courage to tell the truth about the crimes 
committed at Katyn, Miednoye, and 
Kharkiv; and 

(3) urges all people to remember and honor 
these and other victims of communism so 
that such crimes will never be repeated. 

f 

COMMENDING REPUBLIC OF 
CROATIA 

Mr. COVERDELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate now proceed to 
the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar 593, House concurrent resolution 
251. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 251) 

commending the Republic of Croatia for the 
conduct of its parliamentary and Presi-
dential election. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, with an amendment and an 
amendment to the preamble, as fol-
lows: 

[The parts of the resolution intended 
to be stricken are shown in boldface 
brackets and the parts of the resolu-
tion intended to be inserted are shown 
in italic.] 
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